“VISION OF BLACK TOWNS”
The dream of a better future for America’s “Black Towns” is not yet dead -- just diminished.

PRESENTATION OUTLINE
Nothing like this had ever happened before … Nothing like this will ever happen in this same way again -- The birth of All-Black Towns reads like a fairy tale: 

I.  Journey to Oklahoma’s Indian Territory
A. Removal of Native Americans 

B. Travel of Tribes from Southeastern USA to Oklahoma’s Indian Territory
i. “Trail of Tears”:  a descriptive phrase used to denote the long grueling journey the Indians and Black slaves made to Oklahoma from the Southeastern United States during the 

 
1830s and 1840s.  

II.  Arrival of Five Civilized Tribes w/ Freedman Slaves; 

Arrival of Negroes into Oklahoma’s Indian Territory                                                           A.  
Campaign of Adjoining:  “Before you go back to 


Africa, come to Oklahoma!”

III.  History of Black Towns in Oklahoma

A. Formal Definition of an All-Black Town

B. Conflicts/Arrangements between Five Civilized Tribes and the Freedman Slaves; between native Oklahoma Indians and the new arrivals

C. Progress of the New Arrivals:  One step forward; two steps back!

IV.  Examination of Two ‘Major’ Oklahoma Black Towns

A. Langston City

B. The “Crown Jewel:  Boley 

1. Thriving Business Community

2. National (Community-Based) Memorial Day Rodeo 

V. Significant and Historical Events via Oklahoma’s Black          
           Towns

A. Lynching of Laura Nelson

B. Robbery of Farmers’ Merchant Bank/Murder of 
      D.J.Turner

VI.  Life After “Almost” Death

VII.
Status of Existing Black Towns

For a period covering at least half a century, even those Black residents who eventually left their businesses and farms broken and penniless took with them unforgettable experiences from their years in an All-Black Town, for most had enjoyed freedom and personal dignity for the first time.  

More importantly, Blacks had discovered for themselves that they could indeed ‘make it on their own’ without the aid or control of non-Blacks!

