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U.S. Census History
http://www.rootsweb.com/~census/help/history.html 

1780s 
US Constitution requires a census every 10 years for apportioning representatives.  States may have additional ones as needed.

1790
First census taken, over a period of 18 months.  Records of six states destroyed during War of 1812, but reconstructed from tax records.
1800-1820 
First Monday in August designated as Census Day.

1830-1900 
June 1st designated as Census Day.  All but 6160 names in the 1890 census (in AL,DC,GA,IL,MN,NJ,NY,NC,OH,SD,TX) destroyed in 1921 fire
1910-1930
Other specific dates designed as Census Day

Census enumerators

· Information was to be recorded as of the official census day, not the day the enumerator came.  However, the info might have been given as of any time in that range.  This can result in the same people being enumerated in different locations.

· It wasn't unheard of to get the information from a neighbor or sometimes the only person at home would be one of the kids who "thinks maybe he was born in....". 
· Another thing to watch for is what was known as "padding the census".  Enumerators were usually paid by the number of households (sometimes per person) they visited.  If it was a very rural area they were paid a little more per household as the dwellings were much fewer.  E.g., see Ira and Fleming Twp’s at:
· ftp://ftp.us-census.org/pub/usgenweb/census/ny/cayuga/1860/notes.txt  

Tips for census research
· Remember Occam’s razor: "the simplest explanation is the most likely one”.  Explanations with fewer assumptions are better.
· Estimate about 2 years between each child.

· Remember that not everyone in the household is necessarily a family member. 
· Check county boundaries: http://www.familyhistory101.com/map_census.html
· Check town/township boundaries: usgenweb.org, davidrumsey.com
· Look for wife as head of household in case of death of husband.

· Look for children as heads of household to find elderly widows/widowers.

· “Wife’s” age change across years may indicate a death and remarriage.
Organizing information
· When multiple possible families exist, use a Census Tracker to compare family “signatures” of number of individuals of each age.

· For each possible match, try to trace the possibility both forward and backwards across censuses, to eliminate unlikely possibilities.

· Use a timeline of events for each possibility when trying to track a person.

· Use tax records or land records to narrow down when a family moved.
Age Ranges

	
	 
	4-Aug
	6-Aug
	7-Aug
	1-Jun
	1-Jun

	 
	1790
	1800
	1810
	1820
	1830
	1840

	# free white males: 0-15,16-
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	# free white females
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	# free white males:   0-9,10-15,16-25,26-44,45-
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	# free white females: 0-9,10-15,16-25,26-44,45-
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	# free white males 16-17
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	# free white males: 0-4,5-9,10-14,15-19,20-29,30-39,40-49
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	# free white males: 50-59,60-69,70-79,80-89,90-99,100-
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	# free white females: 0-4,5-9,10-14,15-19,20-29,30-39,40-49
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	# free white females: 50-59,60-69,70-79,80-89,90-99,100-
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	All other free persons
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	# free colored males:   0-13,14-25,26-44,45-
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	# free colored females: 0-13,14-25,26-44,45-
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	# free colored males:   0-9,10-23,24-35,36-54,55-99,100-
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	# free colored females: 0-9,10-23,24-35,36-54,55-99,100-
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	# Slaves
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	# male slaves:   0-13,14-25,26-44,45-
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	# female slaves: 0-13,14-25,26-44,45-
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	# male slaves:   0-9,10-23,24-35,36-54,55-99,100-
	
	
	
	
	X
	X

	# female slaves: 0-9,10-23,24-35,36-54,55-99,100-
	
	
	
	
	X
	X


	
	
	
	4-Aug
	6-Aug
	7-Aug
	1-Jun
	1-Jun

	 From
	To
	1790
	1800
	1810
	1820
	1830
	1840

	
	May 1730
	16-
	45-
	45-
	45-
	100-
	100-

	Jun 1730
	May 1740
	16-
	45-
	45-
	45-
	90-100
	100-

	Jun 1740
	May 1750
	16-
	45-
	45-
	45-
	80-90
	90-100

	Jun 1750
	3 Aug 1755
	16-
	45-
	45-
	45-
	70-80
	80-90

	4 Aug 1755
	May 1760
	16-
	26-45
	45-
	45-
	70-80
	80-90

	Jun 1760
	5 Aug 1765
	16-
	26-45
	45-
	45-
	60-70
	70-80

	6 Aug 1765
	May 1770
	16-
	26-45
	26-45
	45-
	60-70
	70-80

	Jun 1770
	3 Aug 1774
	16-
	26-45
	26-45
	45-
	50-60
	60-70

	4 Aug 1774
	6 Aug 1775
	0-16
	16-26
	26-45
	45-
	50-60
	60-70

	7 Aug 1775
	May 1780
	0-16
	16-26
	26-45
	26-45
	50-60
	60-70

	Jun 1780
	3 Aug 1784
	0-16
	16-26
	26-45
	26-45
	40-50
	50-60

	6 Aug 1784
	May 1790
	0-16
	10-16
	16-26
	26-45
	40-50
	50-60

	Jun 1790
	3 Aug 1790
	0-16
	10-16
	16-26
	26-45
	30-40
	40-50

	4 Aug 1790
	6 Aug 1794
	
	0-10
	16-26
	26-45
	30-40
	40-50

	7 Aug 1794
	May 1800
	
	0-10
	10-16
	16-26
	30-40
	40-50

	1 Jun 1800
	5 Aug 1800
	
	0-10
	10-16
	16-26
	20-30
	30-40

	6 Aug 1800
	6 Aug 1802
	
	
	0-10
	16-26
	20-30
	30-40

	7 Aug 1802
	6 Aug 1804
	
	
	0-10
	16-18, 16-26
	20-30
	30-40

	7 Aug 1804
	6 Aug 1810
	
	
	0-10
	10-16
	20-30
	30-40

	7 Aug 1810
	May 1815
	
	
	
	0-10
	15-20
	20-30

	Jun 1815
	May 1820
	
	
	
	0-10
	10-15
	20-30

	Jun 1820
	6 Aug 1820
	
	
	
	0-10
	5-10
	15-20

	7 Aug 1820
	May 1825
	
	
	
	
	5-10
	15-20

	Jun 1825
	May 1830
	
	
	
	
	0-5
	10-15

	Jun 1830
	May 1835
	
	
	
	
	
	5-10

	Jun 1835
	1 Jun 1840
	
	
	
	
	
	0-5


	Census Tracker
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Age and Location as of Census Date
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7-Aug 1-Jun 1-Jun 1-Jun 1-Jun 1-Jun 1-Jun 1-Jun 1-Jun 15-Apr

Name Born 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910

40? 50? 60?

Thomas Cotton 1780? Brutus

CT

Cayuga NY

37 47 57 67 77?

Hannah ? / Cotton 1783 Brutus Newbury

NY

Cayuga NY Lagrange IN

Feb 11 21

 (Hackett)

31 (Green)

41 51 61 71

1. Sarah Cotton / Hackett / 1809 Brutus

Thompson

Newbury Newbury Ravenna Ravenna Pine

Green NY

Cayuga NYSeneca OHLagrange INLagrange INMuskegon MIMuskegon MI

Porter IN

9 19 29 (Wilk.)39

2. Jane Cotton / Wilkinson 1810 Brutus Newbury Newbury

NY

Cayuga NY Lagrange INLagrange IN

7 17 27

3. James W. Cotton 1812 Brutus

Cayuga NY

3 13 23 33

4. Willard A. Cotton 1816 Brutus

WhitePigeon

NY

Cayuga NY St.Joseph MI

2 12 22 32 42 52 62 72? 82?

5. Enos Thomas Cotton 1817 Brutus

WhitePigeonYellowhead

Lake Lake

NY

Cayuga NY St.Joseph MIKankakee IL

Newton INNewton IN

0 10 20 (Wilk.)30 40? 50? 60? 70? 80?

6. Lydia Cotton / Wilkinson 1819 Brutus Shawnee

Kalamazoo

NY

Cayuga NY Fountain IN

K'zoo MI

7 17 (Wilk.)27 38 47 (Rob.)57 67? 77? 87?

7. Mary Cotton / Wilkinson / 1823 Liberty Jefferson Western

Robinson NY

St.Joseph IN

Vernon WI

OtterTail MN

Sep 1 11 21 (Smith)31 41 51 61?

8. Almera E. A. Cotton / 1828 Newbury Cass Benton Western

Smith OH

Lagrange IN

LaPorte INBerrien MI

OtterTail MN



Age and Location as of Census Date
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		Census Tracker (Sample)

						Age and Location as of Census Date

						7-Aug		1-Jun		1-Jun		1-Jun		1-Jun		1-Jun		1-Jun		1-Jun		1-Jun		15-Apr

		Name		Born		1820		1830		1840		1850		1860		1870		1880		1890		1900		1910

						40?		50?		60?

		Thomas Cotton		1780?		Brutus

				CT		Cayuga NY

						37		47		57		67		77?

		Hannah ? / Cotton		1783		Brutus						Newbury

				NY		Cayuga NY						Lagrange IN

				Feb		11		21 (Hackett)		31 (Green)		41		51		61		71

		1. Sarah Cotton / Hackett /		1809		Brutus		Thompson		Newbury		Newbury		Ravenna		Ravenna		Pine

		Green		NY		Cayuga NY		Seneca OH		Lagrange IN		Lagrange IN		Muskegon MI		Muskegon MI		Porter IN

						9		19		29 (Wilk.)		39

		2. Jane Cotton / Wilkinson		1810		Brutus				Newbury		Newbury

				NY		Cayuga NY				Lagrange IN		Lagrange IN

						7		17		27

		3. James W. Cotton		1812		Brutus

						Cayuga NY

						3		13		23		33

		4. Willard A. Cotton		1816		Brutus						WhitePigeon

				NY		Cayuga NY						St.Joseph MI

						2		12		22		32		42		52		62		72?		82?

		5. Enos Thomas Cotton		1817		Brutus						WhitePigeon		Yellowhead		Lake		Lake

				NY		Cayuga NY						St.Joseph MI		Kankakee IL		Newton IN		Newton IN

						0		10		20 (Wilk.)		30		40?		50?		60?		70?		80?

		6. Lydia Cotton / Wilkinson		1819		Brutus				Shawnee		Kalamazoo

				NY		Cayuga NY				Fountain IN		K'zoo MI

								7		17 (Wilk.)		27		38		47 (Rob.)		57		67?		77?		87?

		7. Mary Cotton / Wilkinson /		1823										Liberty		Jefferson		Western

		Robinson		NY										St.Joseph IN		Vernon WI		OtterTail MN

				Sep				1		11		21 (Smith)		31		41		51		61?

		8. Almera E. A. Cotton /		1828								Newbury		Cass		Benton		Western

		Smith		OH								Lagrange IN		LaPorte IN		Berrien MI		OtterTail MN
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