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1. What is networking, and what does it have to do with family history?


Networking is merely identifying and communicating with people who can help 


you in some way in the future. You may also be able to help them.

2. Online Message Boards

· rootsweb,  usgenweb,  genforum
· You’ll get best results if you make a good quality posting. Think about what the search engine will match on or what a reader will scan to.

3. Online lookups

· usgenweb, acts of kindness by others

· “The Ploy”. Sincerely ask for help. “What would you suggest I do to find out about this individual?”

· Ask for a little, get a lot. Also, offer to share, or help your respondent find some information.
· Be sure to include enough information in your request so that the “look-upper” can make a match.

4. Online newsletters and groups

· Cyndi’s list, Ancestry.com, genforum, etc.

· Ask yourself: Should I sign up? Which are best for me? Should I wait?

5. Local librarians

· Can be contacted by phone (or sometimes e-mail) to ask about pamphlets, newspapers, obituaries, etc. 

· Don’t look just in the county seat—find the small town itself.

· You might also consider contacting church cemeteries.

· If you request (and especially if you receive) information, be sure to send a thank you note, and perhaps a donation to the library.

· How do you find out if a library exists in the small town you’re interested in?

· Washington state is “way up here in the corner” of the US. You can use this to your advantage.
6. Everyday acquaintances

· Talk about your hobby. Perfect an “elevator speech”. Bottom line—OPEN YOUR MOUTH. You never know who might share your interest. 

· Use bumper stickers (“Genealogists Collect Dead Relatives”)

7. Interest groups

· Join one?

· Find one?

· Start one?
