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Ulster (all 6 counties of Northern Ireland, plus 3 counties in the republic)

Antrim

Armagh

Down

Derry (was called Londonderry)

Fermanagh

Tyrone

Donegal

Monaghan

Cavan

Leinster

Carlow

Dublin

Kildare

Kilkenny

Kings (now called Offaly)

Laois (was called Queens)

Longford

Louth

Meath

Offaly (was called Kings)

Queens (now called Laois)

Westmeath

Wexford

Wicklow

Munster

Clare

Cork

Kerry

Limerick

Tipperary

Waterford

Connaught

Galway

Leitrim

Mayo

Roscommon

Sligo

Search the internet for information.  Some suggestions are:

http://www.Ancestry.com
http://www.irishresearch.net
http://www.cyndislist.com/ireland.htm
 http://www.genuki.org.uk/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~fianna/
http://www.irishroots.net/
http://www.ancestryireland.com/
http://www.ireland-information.com/irishgenealogy/
http://www.ucc.ie/celt/published/T100005A/index.html  -  the Annals of the Four Masters.

http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.daddezio.com/irshgen.html
http://genforum.genealogy.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
Also do searches by your surnames, and the locations that you are interested in.
A number of books dealing with Irish surnames and clans have been published over the years, and many of these can be found in local libraries and LDS branch libraries. The first three books were written by the Chief Herald of Ireland, an early expert on Irish family names. Books can be purchased from bookstores in Ireland or the U. S. The website www.Irishgenealogy.com provides a list of books.  There are many other websites available to order books from as well.
Here is a list of popular books on Irish Surnames.
· Irish Families: Their Names, Arms and Origins, by Edward MacLysaght (Dublin: H. Figgis, 1957). 

· Supplement to Irish Families, by Edward MacLysaght (Dublin: Helicon, 1964). 

· More Irish Families, by Edward MacLysaght (Blackrock, Dublin and Portland, Oreg.: Irish Academic Press, 1996). 

· Irish Names and Surnames, by Rev. Patrick Woulfe (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1923, reprinted 1993). 

· Irish Family Histories, by Ida Grehan, Knight of Glin, and Donal Begley (Boulder, Colo.: Roberts Rinehart Publishers, 1993). 

· Book of Irish Names: First, Family and Place Names, by Ida Grehan and P. W. Joyce (New York: Sterling Publishing Company, 1989). 

· The Clans and Families of Ireland: the Heritage and Heraldry of Irish Clans and Families, by John Grenham (Goldenbridge, Dublin: Gill and MacMillan, 1993). 

· The Book of Irish Families Great and Small, by Michael O’Laughlin (Kansas City, Mo.: Irish Genealogical Foundation, 1992). 

· Families of County Clare, by Michael C. O’Laughlin (Kansas City, Mo.: Irish Genealogical Foundation, 1994). 

· Families of County Kerry, by Michael C. O’Laughlin (Kansas City, Mo.: Irish Genealogical Foundation, 1994). 

· Family Names of County Cork, by Diarmuid O’Murchadha (Dun Laoghaire, Dublin: Glendale Press, 1985). 
Various Common Sources

Administrative Divisions
Provinces:  The four provinces of Ireland date from the 5th century:  Ulster, Connacht, Munster, and Leinster.

County:  The division of Ireland into counties began in the late 12th century with Dublin and the process gradually continued until the formation of the last county, Wicklow in 1606.  

Barony:  The barony was used as an administrative division from the 16th century and is featured in the Civil Survey, Down Survey and the Books of Survey and Distribution.

Civil Parish:  The most widely used land division; in general they coincide with the Church of Ireland parish boundaries.

Townland:  This is the smallest administrative division, their size varying from 1 to 7,000 acres.  In rural areas the townland is the basic address used by the people.

Poor Law Union:  The Poor Law Union Relief Act of 1838 established a tax to be levied on property owners for the welfare of the poor.  Each Union had a workhouse.
Superintendent Registrar’s Districts:  These areas are geographically identical to the Poor Law Unions and were used as administrative areas in collection of birth, marriage and death records.

Archdiocese:  The Synod of Kells in 1152 established the archdioceses of Armagh, Tuam, Cashel, and Dublin.  After the Reformation, the Church of Ireland became the state or established church in Ireland.  From this time the Catholic Church and Church of Ireland were independently administered and their diocese and parish boundaries do not coincide.

Census Returns and Related Material

Modern census in which information is gathered about each individual rather than each household began in Ireland in 1821.  On 28 May of that year, enumerators started to call on every household in Ireland.  The subsequent decennial censuses were all successful.  The Irish census returns for the years 1813, 1821, 1831, 1841 and 1851 were preserved in the National Archives, Dublin, where they were destroyed in the explosion and fire of 1922.  This great collection was the saddest loss in that holocaust of Irish history.  The Irish census returns for 1861, 1871, 1881 and 1891 were destroyed by British government order.  After the introduction of old age pensions in 1908, the census returns for 1841 and 1851 were used by many people to establish the fact that they were over 70 years of age and thus entitled to a pension.  Since registration of births did not begin until 1864, birth certificates were not available for this purpose.  There is an index of these applications in both PRONI in Belfast and the National Archives in Dublin.  The 1901 and 1911 census returns were stored locally and thus were saved from destruction.
State Registration of Birth, Deaths and Marriages

State registration began on New Years Day 1864.  Registration of non-Catholic marriages started in 1845.

Catholic Parish Records

The records vary, not only in the amount of information they give, but also in their date of commencement and their legibility.  There was no legislation at all.  The Penal Laws made the keeping of registers a very difficult matter, as many parishes had no permanent churches.  In rural Ireland few parish registers began before the end of the eighteenth century; in poorer parts of the country, notably, some west of Ireland counties, records did not commence until the mid-nineteenth century.  The National Library of Ireland has microfilmed most Catholic parish registers and they are available for inspection at the National Library.  An index of parish register microfilms is at the desk in the reading room of the National Library.
Land Commission Records

The Land Commission is based in Mornington House, 24 Merrion Street, Dublin.  It began its work when the Land League was made illegal in the early 1880’s.  Its primary purpose was to fix fair rents where disputes existed.  It also made loans from public funds to tenants who wished to become owners of their farms.  Before ownership was transferred the estate was examined by Land Commission surveyors.  You have to write ahead for an appointment to research.
Valuation and Poor Law Records

The Poor Law Act was passed in 1838; it became the major source of Ireland’s social services.  The workings of the Poor Law generated a great quantity of documentary material.

Ordnance Survey valuation was began in 1826 and amended in 1836 to ensure that the relative values of townlands in different counties, though ascertained at different periods, should be the same.  In 1844, the Lord Lieutenant instructed Richard Griffith, Commissioner of Valuation to value individual tenements, ‘no matter how minute.’  This new tenement valuation became known as “Griffiths Valuation”.  This source is very easy to use.  From the information you can also learn which ordnance survey maps to order so that you can see the actual boundaries of the land holdings.  Surveyors continued to return to the land holdings to track changes in the tenants.  These books are called the “cancelled books”.  The names of the proprietors of any holding can be traced from the 1850’s to the present day.  The films are available at the Family History Library.
Tithe Applotment Books

Tithes were taxes in kind levied on the produce of the agricultural community for the benefit and upkeep of the Established Church.  They were abolished in 1869.  Glebe lands were not included on the Tithe lists.  Tithe Applotment Books are held both in PRONI in Belfast and the National Archives in Dublin.
Estate Records

If they survived and can be traced, they can be a good source of information.  It is sometimes possible to contact the descendants of the nineteenth-century landlords, and the modern-day representatives of the family may be able to give information on the location of the estate papers.

Wills and Administrations

Up to 1858, the Church of Ireland had jurisdiction over matters of probate.  The Act of 1857 transferred jurisdiction to a new Court of Probate.  The wills were eventually transferred to the National Archives, where they were copied into will books.  Generally speaking, few wills that pre-date 1780 reached the National Archives.  The great bulk of the material was destroyed in the fire of 1922.  Indexes to all the collections were saved, though some were damaged.  Since the fire, the National Archives has managed to assemble an impressive collection of wills and will substitutes.

Registry of Deeds

Established by an Act of Parliament in 1708.  Copies of indexes are available on microfilm at the National Library.  From 1704 no Catholic could purchase a lease for more than 31 years, nor could any Catholic invest in mortgages.  This legislation was not repealed until the 1780’s.  In many respects the Registry of Deeds was an adjunct to the Penal Code.

The Religious Census of 1766

On March 5 1766, a resolution was passed by the Irish House of Lords to list which families were Protestant and which were Catholic.  Most of the returns were made in March and April 1766 and some simply state the numbers of Catholics and Protestants residing in the parish.

Hearth Money Rolls

An Act of 1662 introduced the Hearth Tax to Ireland.  The tax was to be paid by each tenant.  Poor widows and those who could not work were exempted.  The tax continued to be collected until after the Act of Union of 1800.  None of the original rolls survives.  They too were destroyed in the fire of 1922.  Copies exist for some areas.
Graveyard Records

There are three categories: gravestone inscriptions, transcriptions of the gravestone inscriptions, and cemetery registry books.  Much work has been done in transcribing and publishing gravestone transcriptions.  Unfortunately, the quality of the work varies.
Emigration Records
Passenger records and the Ellis Island records have been computerized in the recent years.  This makes them easier to search. 
Local Newspapers, Histories and Journals
Be sure to locate local archives, libraries, and used book stores to determine if there are other local sources of information.
IMPORTANT: Read before you begin your research.

Before you plan your trip of a lifetime to do genealogy research in Ireland – Be sure to exhaust ALL resources in the locality that your ancestor lived.  It is important to locate your ancestor's exact origin in Ireland before researching Irish records. The records that provide this information usually are located in New World records such as naturalizations, tombstone inscriptions, banking and insurance records, missing friends advertisements or obituaries. You can increase your chances of successfully finding records with exact origin by avoiding making assumptions, tying together disparate records, and widening the focus of research to include siblings, other relatives, and friends.
Many have said that they have researched all the available records for their ancestor and cannot find any mention of their exact place of origin in Ireland. Their search did not go beyond census and civil registration records. They have made assumptions that their ancestor was too poor to generate probate records or deeds or to have had a tombstone; that their ancestor never bothered naturalizing; or that their ancestor probably did not fight in the Civil War, so they have not bothered searching for these types of records.  Do not make assumptions about your ancestors. Until you have eliminated each of these sources by actually looking for them, you cannot say your ancestor did not generate any records. In fact, even the poorest people can be found in the records of almshouses, orphanages, settlement houses, state hospitals, mental institutions, prisons, courts, newspapers, churches, schools, undertakers' and police logs. Even though your ancestor may have been a common laborer or servant, he or she probably can be found in a number of standard sources. Search federal and state censuses, civil registrations, naturalizations, burial records, military rolls, church baptisms and marriages, passenger arrival lists, probate court records and deeds, and street directories before you begin to search records in Ireland. 

A source for beginners are the federal censuses, particularly the more recent ones that have been released. These are indexed by soundex, which makes it fairly easy to locate Irish immigrants in big cities. The census records for these years provide the year of immigration, the citizenship status (naturalized, alien, or pending), the year of naturalization, how many years in the U.S., and how many years married. From these records you can estimate the time frame for searching naturalization records and passenger arrival lists. You can also determine whether or not your ancestor was married in the U.S. or in Ireland. If the number of years married exceeds the number of years in the U.S., then the marriage took place in Ireland. If they number of years married is less than the number of years in the U.S., then you can search for a marriage record in the U.S. The birthplaces and ages of a couple's children will help you determine the year of immigration. If a twenty-year-old child was born in Ireland, and an eighteen-year-old child was born in the U.S., then the year of immigration took place eighteen to twenty years before the census year. The 1870 census indicates whether the person is an eligible voter (look for naturalizations), and the 1860 census lists the value of personal and real estate (look for probate records and deeds).

Marriage records are some of the most reliable sources and can help pinpoint an ancestor in a big city. Consider the source of the information. The information on death certificates comes from distraught family and friends, undertakers and physicians, and can be inaccurate. "Our dear, departed uncle John said he sailed from Derry, so that must be where he was born." (Uncle John is no longer around to correctly state he was from Buncrana, Donegal, fifteen miles northwest of Derry.) But the information for the marriage record is from the bride and groom, who state the names of their parents and their birthplaces. In addition, the marriage record often indicates the priest or minister as the source. You can then determine through street directories and church directories the location of the priest or minister in the year of your ancestor's marriage. This will help you pinpoint the ward and street your ancestor (or the bride's parents) lived on, and differentiate your Patrick O'Brien from the fifteen others in the street directory.

Death certificates, undertaker records, and obituaries may provide the place of burial, so you can look for the tombstone. In some states, the state death record does not provide the burial place, but the city record does. In this instance, the city death certificate would be a better choice. You can also determine the name of the undertaker from the death certificate and the obituary. Undertaker records may also provide the burial place and other details. Some undertaker records even list the birthplace in Ireland.

While federal census records were collected every ten years, many street directories, especially for large cities, were printed every year. Street directories can help you track the movement of your ancestor from one address to another over the years, ascertain the ward number necessary for using the federal censuses, and find in which parish your ancestor lived. Street directories can also help you determine the date of death. If you are uncertain about the date of death, find your ancestor in a street directory, look ahead ten years to see if your ancestor is still listed. If he is listed, look ahead another ten years, until you cannot find him. Then look back five years, and ahead or back two years, until you have found the year in which your ancestor disappears from street directories. Several factors can cause this disappearance: your ancestor could have moved to another town, gone to California, moved in with his daughter, or died. At least you have a time period in which to search the death records. Furthermore, many early-twentieth-century street directories give the actual date of death of your deceased ancestor.

The most common mistake researchers make is focusing only on their direct ancestor. Even if you research all the records that mention your ancestor, you may not find the exact birthplace in Ireland.  You can increase your chances of success if you increase the number of people you are looking for.
Don’t give up.  There will be some record of your ancestor, it sometimes takes a lot of digging.

Synopsis of Recent Irish History

1829 – Catholic Emancipation Passed allowing Catholics to enter parliament and to hold public office.  Tithe War began.

1830 – 1834 – Famine stalks Ireland again

1832 – Cholera epidemic in Irish towns

1836 – Famine strikes again.

1837 – Accession of Queen Victoria

1838 – Tithes (a tax of 1/10 on farm produce paid to the Church of Ireland) are reduced by 25%

1839 -  January 6th, The Night of the Big Wind.

1840 – O’Connell’s Repeal Association founded. 

1842 – “the Nation” newspaper founded by Thomas Davis

1843 – O’Connell’s “Monster Meetings” for the Repeal of the Union, the first railway from Dublin to Kingstown opens.
1845-49 The Irish Potato Famine. Many Irish emigrate to America. Irish population drops from 8 million to 6 million due to death from starvation or emigration, Sir Robert Peel, Prime Minister, imports Indian Corn.

1848-1850 – Cholera epidemics

1858 – James Stephens founds Irish Republican Brotherhood.  Fenian Brotherhood founded in America.

1869 – Prime Minister Gladstone, dis-established Protestant Church in Ireland

1870 -  Gladstone’s first Land Act.

1879 – Threat of Famine.  More evictions, Irish National League founded

1879-1882 – Land War

1886 – 1912 – 1st, 2nd, 3rd Home Rule Bills

1909 -  Land Purchase Act
1914 - 1918 - First World War
1916 - Easter Rising in Dublin, May 3rd, 12 executions.
Irish War of Independence against Great Britain - 1919-21 ending in the Anglo Irish Treaty
In the Government of Ireland Act 1920, Ireland was partitioned, with the unionist-dominated north east becoming Northern Ireland
1922 - 1923 - Irish Civil War between the Free State army and IRA
1926 - De Valera founds Fianna Fail
1937 - The Constitution of "Eire", claims 32 counties
1939 - 1945 - The Second World War
1949 – Repeal of External Relations Act.  Ireland leaves Commonwealth.  Republic of Ireland declared (26 counties)
