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	Why do you want to go to Ireland?
· WHAT do you expect to find?

· ARE your expectations reasonable?

· IS THIS your first research trip?

· WHERE are you planning to visit?

· INTEREST is research or pleasure?

· HOW MUCH do you plan to spend?
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What are your Travel Assets?
- Travel Finances
Travel is expensive.  Is your budget realistic?

- Genealogy Tours 

Ever consider a genealogy tour as an alternative?
- Travel Timeline
How much time for planning, being there and travel?
- Travel Experience
How well traveled are you with a passport?
- In Country Transportation
Plane, train, bus or auto on the other side of road?
- Research Experience 

Are you a research trip novice or a seasoned pro?
- Research Assistance
Relative, traveling partner or agent’s help in Ireland?
- Personal Comfort
How well do you deal with other cultures?
	REWIRE YOUR THINKING -
or Plan to Get Shocked
Research in the USA

     10% - Looking for the record

     90% - Searching the record

Irish Research
     30% - Investigate the existence of the record

     20% - Learn the history of the record

     40% - Determine the availability of the record

→ 10% - Searching the record

Source: David E. Rencher, CG, AG.  (2005)

Irish Genealogical Research
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Irish Research Targets 
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1.  Find the Place
· Locate the parish
· Find the townland 
· Visit the farm
2.  Add to the Pedigree
· Identify the parents
· Identify siblings
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3.  Visit the Relations
· Meet your cousins


	OPTION 1 --- Travel to Belfast
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PRONI - Pubic Record Office of Northern Ireland     Balmoral Avenue
PRONI holds millions of documents that relate chiefly, but not exclusively, to Northern Ireland. It is the repository for all public records in Northern Ireland. The records cover the period from ca. 1600 to the present day.  The collection includes tax, and estate records, surviving Church of Ireland registers, Griffith’s Valuation records, Tithe Applotment Books for Northern Ireland, wills, leases, and Valuation Office records for Northern Ireland. Fees for photocopies and available the next day. Closed stacks and Reader’s Ticket is required. Hours: 9am-4:45pm, M-W & F, and 10am-8:45pm, Th.
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GRONI - General Register Office of Northern Ireland     Oxford House, Chichester Street
GRONI includes registrations for births and deaths beginning on 1 Jan 1864 and marriage registrations beginning on 1 Jan 1922. Computer indexes are available for births and deaths from 1864 and marriages from 1845 (Catholic marriages from 1864). Reservations must be made in advance and the facilities are limited. Fees for searching and copies of certificates. Hours: 9:30am-4:00pm, M-F.
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Presbyterian Historical Society
 Church House, Fisherwick Place

The Society’s library includes many Presbyterian church registers and sessions minutes—some microfilmed versions are available, but the collection also includes some originals not yet microfilmed. Hours: 10am-12:30pm and 1:30pm-4pm, T-Th.
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Linen Hall Library 

Donegall Square North

The library was established in 1788.   This important Irish collection includes more than 20,000 volumes, with a Robert Burns collection and a newspaper collection. Hours: 9:30am-5:30pm, M-F; and 9:30am–1pm, Sat.
*** Always check hours around Bank Holidays ***

*** Always check current hours before visiting ***
	OPTION 2 --- Travel to Dublin
National Library of Ireland[image: image9.png]



Kildare Street

The National Library of Ireland was established in 1877. There are close to a million books and extensive collections of newspapers, manuscripts, photographs, maps, and prints in the library. Fees for photocopies which are available the next day.  Closed stacks and a Reader’s Ticket is required with passport photos. Hours: 9:30am-9pm, M-W; 9:30am-5pm Th-F; and 9:30am-1pm, Sat.
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National Archives of Ireland

Bishop Street

The National Archives is the repository for all public records in the Republic of Ireland.  The collection includes some Catholic and Church of Ireland parish records, Tithe Applotment Books, Griffith’s Valuation records, ordinance survey maps, and the 1901 & 1911 Ireland census records.  The 1911 census is now available on-line. Fees for photocopies which are available the next day. Closed stacks and a Reader’s Ticket is required with passport photos. Hours: 10am-5pm, M-F.
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Kildare Street
The Genealogical Office is a part of the National Library.  It contains records /on those obtaining coats of arms. Fees for photocopies which are available the next day. Closed stacks and a special Manuscript Reader’s Ticket is required. Hours: 9.30am-12:30pm, 2pm-5pm, 6pm-9pm, M-W; 9.30am-5pm, Th-F; 9.30am-1pm, Sat.
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Registry of Deeds

King’s Inns, Henrietta Street

The function of the Registry of Deeds is to record deeds and conveyances between individuals from 1708 and wills from 1708-1832.  The indexes and many records are on microfilm. Hours: 10am-4:30pm, M-F.
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General Register Office

Irish Life Centre, Lower Abbey Street

The GRO includes registrations for births, marriages, and deaths beginning on 1 January 1864 (non-Catholic marriages were recorded beginning 1 January 1845) for the Republic of Ireland.  (See GRONI)  Fees for searching and copies of certificates.  Hours: 9:30am-4:30pm, M-F.
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	OPTION 2 --- Dublin  (cont.) 
*** Always check current hours before visiting ***
Representative Church Body Library

Braemor Park, Churchtown
The Library is the Church of Ireland’s principal repository for its archives and manuscripts. The Library holds records from more than 800 parishes in the Republic of Ireland.  Hours: 9:30am-1pm and 2pm to 5pm, M-F.
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Dublin Friends Historical Library

Quaker House,  Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham
The Friends library preserves books, documents and other artifacts of the Quaker faith.  There is a separate archive in Lisburn, N IRE for Ulster records.  Hours: 10:30am-1pm, Th.
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Irish Heritage Centres
Various - most county seats 
Heritage Centres respond to paid mail queries. Their services, holdings, and hours vary by location. 
www.kinsella.org/genealogy/research/irhercen.htm
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Private and County Libraries

Various locations
Private and county libraries serve an important role of providing access to rare and locally important books that will not be available at the National Library.  Their holdings and hours vary by location.
OPTION 3 --- Travel to Salt Lake City
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Family History Library
West Temple Street
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The Family History Library collection includes over 2.4 million rolls of microfilmed genealogical records; 727,000 microfiche; 356,000 books, serials, and other formats; over 4,500 periodicals; 3,725 electronic resources.   There are 314 patron computers, 408 microfilm readers, 36 microfiche readers, 4 book scanners, 14 photocopy machines, and seating for 375 at tables.  There are about 125 full-time and part-time professional staff and about 700 trained volunteers.  The library is 142,000 square feet on five floors.  It is open to the general public at no charge and serves about 1,900 patrons per day.  Hours: 8am-5 pm, Mon; and 8am- 9pm, T- Sat.

	Irish Records at Salt Lake City

· Cemetery Records: Many published volumes of tombstone transcripts, extensive series for Co Down.
· Censuses Records: The 1901 and 1911 censuses of Ireland. Those census fragments for the 1800s.
· Census Substitutes:  Substitutes from the 1600s-1800s, such as hearth money rolls, freeholders lists, and the Tithe Applotment Books.
· Church Records: Microfilm of church registers from about 1/3 of the Irish Catholic parishes. Few other Protestant church records. 
· Civil Registration: Microfilm copies of indexes to Irish civil registration from 1845 through 1958, for the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Births 1864-1881 and Protestant marriages 1845-1863 have been computerized in two sources: 1) the International Genealogical Index; 2) British Isles Vital Records Index CD-Rom. 
· Directories: Country-wide and local town directories are available as books and/or on microfilm. 
· Estate Records: Relatively few estate records are available, but some collections filmed at PRONI.
· Freeholders Registers and Freemen Records: Freeholders registers from several Irish repositories are available, including the Co Armagh Museum, the Genealogical Office, and PRONI.
· Genealogies: Most of the manuscripts of the Genealogical Office.
· Land Records: Records of the Registry of Deeds from 1708-1929, along with indexes by the name of grantor and by the locality (such as townland).
· Occupation Records Guild records for Dublin City and other cities. Royal Irish Constabulary records and indexes.  List of attorneys, barristers, and Trinity College graduates.
· Place Name Sources: Published indexes to towns and townlands in Ireland, 1851, 1871, 1901. Ordnance Survey Memoirs and Ordnance Survey maps.
· Taxation Records: Tithe Applotment Books (1823-1837). Griffith's Primary Valuation (1847-1864). Griffith's Revision Lists (c 1850s to 1930s) for Republic of Ireland counties. Griffith’s Valuation manuscript materials including field and house books.
· Wills and Administrations: Indexes to pre-1858 records by diocese. Indexes to the collections at the National Archives and the Public Record Office. Records and indexes by probate registry for the post-1858 period.
The “Super Will Index” by Gloria Bangerter is available in book form.
Irish and Irish Immigrant Resources at the Family History Library  by Kyle J. Betit, © 2005
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IRISH RESEARCH TARGETS

	1.  Find the Place
	Belfast
	Dublin
	Salt Lake City

	·  Griffith’s Valuation Records
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Tithe Applotment Books
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Ordinance Survey Maps
	X
	X
	Order on-line

	·  Land Records
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Genealogical Collections 
	X
	X
	Most in IRE

	·  Parish Registers and Transcripts
	X
	X
	1/3 Catholic Registers (a)

	·  Surviving 1901 & 1911 Census
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Census Substitutes
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Probate Records
	X
	X
	YES - Indexes

	·  Estate Papers
	X
	X
	Some in N IRE


	2.  Add to the Pedigree
	Belfast
	Dublin
	Salt Lake City

	·  Parish Records and Transcripts
	X
	X
	1/3 Catholic Registers (a)

	·  Surviving 1901 & 1911 Census
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Census Substitutes
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Land Records 
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Estate Papers
	X
	X
	Some in N IRE

	·  Probate Records
	X
	X
	YES - Indexes

	·  Genealogical Collections
	X
	X
	Most in IRE

	·  Poor Law Records
	X
	X
	---

	·  DNA Study
	---
	---
	---


	3.  Visit the Relations
	Belfast
	Dublin
	Salt Lake City

	·  Surviving 1901 & 1911 Census
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Civil Registration  (B, M & D)
	X
	X
	1845 to 1958 (a)

	·  City Directories
	X
	X
	YES

	·  Newspapers
	X
	X
	---

	·  Valuation Revisions Books
	X
	X
	---

	·  1921 Name List – N Ireland Only
	X
	---
	---

	·  DNA Study
	---
	---
	---




(a) = Births on British Isles Vital Records Index CD-Rom
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	Selected Internet Sites
Celtic Quest Genealogy Tours @ www.celticquest.net 

Family History Library @ www.FamilySearch.org
Irish Times Ancestors @ www.irishtimes.com/ancestor
UK & Ireland Genealogy @ www.genuki.org.uk
Irish Heritage Centres @

www.kinsella.org/genealogy/research/irhercen.htm


IRISH RESEARCH TRIP – Belfast, Dublin or Salt Lake City?
© 2009, Steven W. Morrison, 5903 44th Way NE, Olympia, WA 98516 
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1310993182.doc
[image: image1.png]






