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	What are Folk Parks?

A “Folk Park” is a type of open-air museum.  Historic buildings from all over Ulster are transported and then reconstructed on-site. Other buildings are accurate replicas.  The interior and exterior furnishing are generally very authentic.

Volunteers dressed in period costumes go about their everyday tasks, illustrating what life was like centuries ago. Demonstrations could include bread making, cooking, arts and crafts, embroidery, spinning, printing, and blacksmithing.  The closest thing in the US is Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia.
The summaries below are from Ulster Ulster Folk and Transport Museum near Belfast and the Ulster American Folk Park near Omagh.  For more details, see their respective home pages, at the end of the handout. 

Rural Industries

Blacksmith's Forge - Omagh
Practically nowhere in Ireland was more than seven miles from a blacksmith's forge. He was in constant demand in an age dependent upon horsepower. The blacksmith also made and fixed all manner of metal implements for use in the home and on the farm. The internal layout is typical with the principal features being the fire, its bellows and the anvil for working the hot metal. 

Ballyvollen Attached Houses - Belfast
The roof of these connected houses is supported by a 17th century, English oak ‘cruck-trusses’ timbers.  It represents the building skills and techniques brought into Ireland by English settlers. The adjacent 
	basket-maker's workshop has been built as part of the complex to emphasis the importance of this craft.

Coalisland Spade Mill – Belfast
Throughout much of Ireland it was the spade, not the plough that was the main tool of cultivation. The spade-maker was a highly skilled craftsman, able to make up to 120 different varieties of spades in up to five sizes. Variations in spade characteristics were dictated by soil conditions, the job in hand and local tradition.
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Ballydugan Weavers House - Belfast
Weavers Cottage - Omagh
This replica is typical to dwelling and workshop of the mid-19th century. The front and rear walls are of stone with clay mortar while the gable and interior walls are of solid earth (mud walls) except for the brick chimney.  The roof is carried on fir poles resting on the gables and interior walls. This arrangement gives height and clear space, uncluttered by cross-timbers holding roof trusses in position allowing tall Jacquard looms to be installed in the weaving shop.


	Farms and Farm Houses
Mellon Homestead - Omagh
The Ulster American Folk Park was built upon the homestead of Thomas Mellon, b 1813. The cottage and outbuildings were built by his father and uncle 'chiefly by the labor of their own hands' and are typical of the small farmsteads. Thomas lived there for five years before his family immigrated to America.  His descendants, the Mellon family of Pittsburgh, PA, restored and opened the ancestral cottage to the public. When the Folk Park opened in 1976, the Mellon Homestead became its centerpiece.

Tullyallen Turf Bank - Omagh
Turf (or peat) was widely used in 18th and 19th century Ulster as a domestic fuel. The turf bank illustrates the processes of turf-cutting and drying, a practice which was carried on each summer in preparation for the winter to come.

Corradreenan Farmhouse - Belfast
This is the farm and dwelling of a prosperous farming family from about 1800. It was a simple two-roomed house, a kitchen and a bedroom. By 1900 the farm had increased in size to about 100 acres and the family's increased prosperity allowed improvements to their dwelling.  The associated farm buildings are laid out around a square yard, an arrangement common throughout most of Ireland.
The Campbell House - Omagh
The Campbell House was built by Hugh Campbell in 1786 on a farm near Plumbridge in County Tyrone.

Coshkib Hill Farm - Belfast
This is a typical hill farm from one of the nine glens of Antrim. The farm was of 27 acres of mostly moorland and mountain grazing. Milk and beef cattle and sheep were reared, and hay, oats and potatoes grown. Domestic poultry, chickens and ducks, were also kept. The dwelling originated about 1850 as a single-storey thatched house.  In the early 1900s improvements were carried out.

	Cruckaclady Farmhouse - Belfast
This farmhouse was built during the 1800s as one of an irregular cluster of dwellings (a clachan). The farm was of about 7 acres of arable land close to the house and more distant mountain grazing for cattle and sheep. 

Ballyveagh Farm - Belfast
This typical farm house was built of Mourne Mountain granite of south Co Down in the 1840s.  The farm was about 10 acres of mixed farming and livestock. The dwelling is a simple two-roomed house, kitchen and bedroom, with a central hearth. The floors are of packed earth with flagstones laid around the threshold and at the hearth where foot traffic is at its heaviest. The farmyard is laid out as a 'street' - a line of buildings as opposed to a courtyard layout.

Meeting Houses
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National School House - Omagh
It is in the National Schools where children were taught to read, write and do simple arithmetic. The 1845 building contained a single classroom, and was built with locally raised funds. The school was open to children of all denominations. These schools reduced the number of people who could neither read nor write from 53% in 1841 to 14% in 1901.

Church of Ireland - Belfast
Christ Church at Kilmore was built in 1790. It is typical of small Anglican (Protestant Episcopalian) churches built at a time when the Church of Ireland was still the Established (State) Church in Ireland. It was supported by the tithes of the entire population whether they belonged to it or not.
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	Presbyterian Meeting House - Omagh

Early Presbyterian churches in this plain style are referred to as 'barn churches', their architecture being not unlike that of a substantial barn. The dominant feature of the interior is the pulpit.  At the center this cross shaped church, it afforded all an unobstructed for 'preaching of the Word'.

Tullyallen Mass House - Omagh

This building was constructed prior to 1830.  It has plain sash windows, whitewashed walls, thatched roof and an annex at the rear which was used as the priest's accommodation. The presence of the hearth in the west gable points to the building being used as a school during the week. This practice was occasionally found in mass houses of that early period.

Cottages

Meenagarragh Cottiers House - Belfast
Small one-roomed dwellings often referred to as ‘cabins’ made up a significant portion of the Irish housing during the 1800s.  While this example is of a stone cabin, they were more often built of sod. ‘Cottiers’ were landless peasants who survived precariously close to the bottom of the social scale.
Magheragallan Byre Dwelling - Belfast
Life on this farm was harsh and offered few comforts. The practice of housing people and animals together links the west of Ireland with the rest of the Atlantic fringe of Europe. The byre is located at the lower end of the house so that the effluent flowed away from the dwelling. The thatch is tied down to stone pegs built into the walls to preserve it from the full force of Atlantic weather. The farm consisted of 2 acres of arable land and rights to graze cattle and sheep on 60 acres of common land.
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	Villages and Towns
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Corner Shop - Belfast
The corner shop was the mainstay of many urban communities. Very often the corner shop served a small number of streets so the shopkeeper knew his customers. He knew what they wanted and needed, what they would buy, and he knew who could and who couldn't be allowed to buy groceries on credit during the week with a promise of payment on pay-day. As well as being a trading establishment, the corner shop was also the centre of local information and gossip, and the shopkeeper, with his knowledge of the area and its people could offer all kinds of advice.

Cluan Place - Belfast
The terrace on the north side of the street was built in 1884 in east Belfast workers housing.  On the other side of the street are replica dwellings from Armagh and Newtownards. The end house has been fitted out to represent the residence and workplace of a dressmaker.
Tea Lane - Belfast
These six houses, once part of a 22-house terrace, were built in the 1820s for the workers in the textile mills and brickyards a village near Belfast. 

Kellys Coal Yard - Belfast
By the end of the 19th century coal had largely replaced turf (peat) as the main fuel used in Ulster towns.  Ulster has no coal reserves and has imported coal from England since the 17th century. Coal was imported through small ports all round the coast.
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	McCuskers Pub - Belfast
The public house was one of the centers of social life in towns. The pub offered a welcome relief from the grind of daily life, from long hours working in arduous and often dangerous conditions, and the terrible overcrowding in some inner-city areas and the miserable living conditions of working people.
Market & Court House - Belfast
This combined market house and Petty Sessions court, which was built about 1858. The right hand door leads to the courtroom upstairs while the left-hand door opens into the market space on the ground floor. 

Bairds Printshop - Belfast
Many Ulster towns had a jobbing printer who catered for the needs of the village printing everything from billheads, dockets and labels for businesses to leaflets and posters for churches and social organizations. 
Northern Bank - Belfast
The Northern Banking Company was founded in Belfast in 1824.  At that time the Bank Manager occupied an important position in the commercial life of a town. The building is plain in style, without any ostentation or decoration that might be seen as a misuse of depositors' money.

RIC Barracks - Belfast
The Royal Irish Constabulary, which had its origins in the Constabulary Police of 1822.  After the 1922 partition it was succeeded by the Royal Ulster Constabulary, and the Garda Síochána, the police force of the Republic of Ireland.

Post Office – Belfast

Mountjoy Post Office – Omagh
The Post Office is one of the oldest public services beginning in 1635 under King Charles I.  Originally postage was paid by the recipient, not the sender, and charges were based on the number of sheets of paper and the distance involved.  In many small towns the Post Office operated from a shop, the shopkeeper having the franchise.  A rural post office would also feature notices giving details of the departure dates of mail ships to America.


	Ulster Sreet & Shops - Omagh
The street features a recreation of 19th century shops using original wooden Victorian shop fronts which were brought in from towns and villages throughout Ulster. The shops include a saddler and rope works, Hill's Chemist Shop and Blairs Printers, the latter two originally from Strabane and Reilly's Pub - Grocers, originally from Newtownbutler.
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Crossing the Pond

Ship & Dockside Gallery - Omagh
This is a typical emigrant dockside.  The Brig Union, a reconstruction of an early 19th century sailing ship which carried emigrants to the New World. The dockside buildings, still retaining their original features, have been moved in brick by brick and rebuilt from the ports of Belfast and Newry. 

Addresses

Ulster Folk and Transport Museum


153 Bangor Road
Cultra
Holywood
Co Down
Northern Ireland
BT18 0EU
www.uftm.org
Ulster American Folk Park

2 Mellon Road,
Castletown,
Omagh

Co Tyrone,
Northern Ireland
BT78 5QY

www.folkpark.com
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