 How to Find Graves, Medals and Photos of Military Ancestors Online for Free

By Mary Sullens McEwan

Why stop with just finding a military ancestor’s service record? You don’t have to. You can find graves, medals and thousands of photos free! Below is listed some of the sites we will be discussing plus additional material to be covered. 

Australia- Archives, National- Military Documents Online. Includes medals, war rolls and recommendation for honours and awards and many more military subjects. http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline/about.asp
Canada- Veterans Affairs Canada- http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/general/
Covers: virtual war memorial, videos, diaries, battleground video tours, Books of Remembrance and more.
England/Great Britain- Common War Graves Commission http://www.cwgc.org/
Contains over 1.7 million men and women buried in over 23,000 cemeteries.

Honor Roll- Lest We Forget- memorials, names, photos and more for: England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Channel Islands, and Isle of Man  http://.roll-of-honour.com/Databases/#
Ireland and Northern Ireland- Irish War Memorials – By war and location. http://www.irishwarmemorials.ie/html/wars.php
New Zealand- National Archives- Military Documents Online http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline/about.asp
Covers: Campaign Medal Index Cards, diaries, Victoria Crosses, and much more.

United States- Nationwide Gravesite Locator- U.S. National Cemetery Association http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/j2ee/servlet.NGK_v1 

American Battle Monuments Commission http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries/cemeteries.php 24 permanent American burial grounds on foreign soil with names. 
There is even a site that will help you get a free permanent headstone for you  U.S. military ancestor! We will cover as many countries as possible, including repositories of tens of thousands of military photos in various countries. 
