How to Start – Decisions to Make Now and Save Yourself Time Later

· How far out (leaf-wise) are you going on your family tree?

( Fathers/Mothers 
( Siblings 

( Spouses of Siblings 
( Nephews/Nieces

( Uncles/Aunts 
( 1st Cousins
( Spouses of Cousins 
( Parents of Spouses
( 2nd Cousins

( 3rd Cousins 
( 4th Cousins
· How far back (trunk-wise) are you going on your family tree?

( Adam


( 1600

( 1800


( US Arrival
· Are you going to use a computer program to organize your data?

( Paper


( Computer 

( Internet
· How are you going to document sources of information?
( In Sources

( In Notes 

( In Events

· How are you going to document different source types? which types will you document?

( Interviews

( Books 

( Internet Sites

( Documents


( Folklore

( Guesses 

( Logical conclusions
( Implied information

( Research failures


· What will you print from the internet to keep?

( Pedigree Charts with sources

( Pedigree Charts w/o sources

( Direct Line Only



( My Leaves Only


( Same Last Name Anything

( Online Documents 
( Maps, Charts, Research helps



· How will you verify data accuracy?

( With Primary Sources


( With Several Secondary Sources

( Contact the Creator 



( Take it as is


· Will you download from the internet?  How much will you download at a time?
( No





( Yes, but only after I input my stuff first

( Yes, one person at a time 


( Yes, 2 generations at a time

( Yes, 4 generations at a time 

( Yes, forever at a time

· What will be your naming, dating and place name conventions?
(see Entering Data Right the First Time handout)
· How are you going to organize the paper, documents and mementos?

(see Organizing and Reviewing Artifacts and Documents handout)
How to Choose Your Family History Computer Program

· It doesn’t matter which computer program you choose to use now if the computer program can export a GEDCOM file

· Pick the cheap one and get started, when you decide on the computer program you really want to use in the future, you can just GEDCOM your file to the new program
What is GEDCOM?
· Genealogial
· Exchange
· Data
· COMmunications format
It is merely the order in which data is sorted into a file so that computer programs can share information easily with each other
Recommendations

· PAF – really good for beginners; navigation is good once you get it
· TreeMaker – really good for reports and pretty stuff; the entry features are easy and intuitive
· Legacy – really good for research and grouping people; multiple views and pre-temple ready processing better than most
· Download PAF and start doing family history work . . . it’s free, it’s fast, it’s easy
· Tell your friends that you haven’t made your final decision yet and that you’ll just GEDCOM when you are ready.  
How Do I Download PAF?

· Go to www.familysearch.org
· Click on “Order/Download Products” in the blue bar at the top of the screen

· Click on Software Downloads – free

· Click on the Download button next to Personal Ancestral File 5.2.18.0 Multiple Language 

· Follow the rest of the instructions

The Overall Steps In Order to Less Frustrating Family History Work 

1. Organize your Information

2. Organize your Artifacts and Documents

3. Put the Internet to Work for You

4. Basic Internet Research

5. Basic Out and About Research

6. In-Depth Research
