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Overview

• Why Documentation 

• Sources, Bibliographies and Citations 

• Source Citation Basics 

• Add a Source 

• Source Detail 

• Cite a Master Source 

• Source Clipboard 

• Master Source List

A Corollary

Professional musicians have an axiom:

practice, practice, practice!

The genealogist’s corollary is:

documentation, documentation, documentation! 

Why Documentation?

• Accuracy: Careful documentation will greatly enhance the quality of your research. 

• Verification: It tells others where can they can find your sources of information.

• Analysis: It helps answer the questions: How reliable is the source? Does the source information agree with or conflict with other sources? 

• Credibility: Careful documentation reflects well on you as a competent genealogist.

Sources, Bibliographies & Citations

• Source: A record – no matter what the form – from which we get information. 

• Bibliography: A general list of sources. (Bibliographies do not contain page numbers or other locators that link to events or pieces of data in a family group sheet, a book or a chart.) 

• Citation: A link that connects a source to a specific event or piece of data in a family group sheet, a book or a chart.

Examples of Sources

• Photocopy of an original deed 

• Family Bible 

• Census on microfilm 

• Printed family history

• Extracted land records on a CD 

• Cemetery transcriptions on the Internet 

• Marriage certificate (original) 

• Published will abstracts 

• Obituary (original; date and name of newspaper missing) 

• Oral interview on audio cassette 

• Old wedding photograph (with name & location of studio) 

• Parish records on microfilm

Example of a Bibliography

Avery, Elroy McKendree. The Groton Avery Clan: 1616-1912. Cleveland: 1912. Barbour, Fanny Cooley Williams. The Spelman Genealogy. New York: Frank Allaben Genealogical Company, 1910. Diamond, Sigmund. "John D. Rockefeller," Chapter 5 in The Reputation of the American Businessman. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University

Press, 1955. Engelbrecht, Curt E. Neighbor. John: Intimate Glimpses of John D. Rockefeller. New York: The Telegraphic Press, 1936. Flynn, John T. God's Gold: The Story of Rockefeller and His Times. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1932. Goulder, Grace. John D. Rockefeller: The Cleveland Years. Cleveland: Western Reserve Historical Society, 1972. Rockefeller, Henry Oscar, ed. Rockefeller Genealogy. 4 vols., 1910-ca. 1950.

Examples of Citations

1. Missouri. Clinton County, 1900 U.S. Census, population schedule (Washington, D.C. : The National Archives, [19--?]), Amanda Barrett household, Platte township, enumeration district [ED] 39, supervisor's district [SD] 144, sheet 8B, dwelling 155, family 155, National Archives Microfilm T623, Roll 849. [The 1900 census for Amanda Barrett shows that she had five live births, of which four children were living at the time of the enumeration. ]

Genealogy without Documentation is Mythology 2. Civil War service file of Lewis C. Clarke, Co. E, 16th Kansas Cavalry (Washington, DC : National Archives. Photocopies in possession of James P. Terry).
