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	 YOU must be in IRELAND if …

1. All the courthouse records were burned.

2. You have no clue of your family’s religion.

3. You’re not sure when the family left Ireland.

4. Your relations were all farmers.

5. You can’t find any census records.

6. You’re not sure what county your ancestors came from.
7. You can never find the same place on any two Irish maps.

8. You’ve never heard of a Barony, Parish or Townland.

9. The family said they came from “Bally – something”.

10.  You’re looking for a surname like MURPHY.
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	Reasons for Irish Roadblocks

· You don’t understand the culture.

· You can’t find any records.

· You don’t understand the record when you find it.

· You try to solve an Irish genealogical problem like you would in the states.

· You do not seek local advice or help.

· You become frustrated and give up.

 LOTS of Stone Walls in Ireland

· They seem to be everywhere.
· They are uniquely part of Ireland.
- Round towers, Celtic crosses and Stone walls.
· Although they appear solid, they are full of holes.
· With some skill they can be breached.
· Then you can walk right though them!
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	1. All the courthouse records were burned.

All Irish civil records were stored in the Public Records Office called the “Four Courts”.  Until 1857 all civil registration was done by the Church of Ireland by location – parish.  On June 28, 1922 nearly 1,000 parish records were destroyed by a fire at Four Courts.

· Learn what religion your family was.

· The parish records for their location may not have been deposited at Four Courts.
· Not in a Church of England parish register, (early Catholic or Presbyterian)

· May have been out of the records office,

· A local copy may have been made,

· Register may have been in use,

· Register may not have sent to Dublin, or

· Records were collected after the fire.

2. You have no clue of your family’s religion.

3. You’re not sure when the family left Ireland.

· Don’t use Irish records!
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· Work your family connections.  Learn everything you can about your emigrant family.

· Write letters, phone, or visit relations to get “the family lore story”.

· Most important - learn your family’s Religion.

· 2nd Most important - When they came.

· Look for your family in the next US Census after their arrival.

	4. Your relations were all farmers.

Until recently only the gentry owned land in Ireland.  
· Finding a tenant farmer in Ireland is similar to finding a slave on a Southern Plantation.

· To find the tenant farmer, you must first identify the land owner.

1. Find the location of where your Irish ancestor lived.

2. Find the Estates for that area.

3. Locate the Estate Records to locate the tenant records.
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· Source for Irish Estate Records

1. National Archives of Ireland – Dublin
2. National Library of Ireland  – Dublin
3. Genealogical Office (Heraldry) – Dublin
4. Public Records Office Northern Ireland (PRONI) – Belfast
Hayes, Richard J. editor.  Manuscript Sources for the History of Irish Civilization.  11 vols. G K Hall and Comp., Boston. 1965.

FHL BRITISH Film  1440939, 40, 41, 42 and 1440943 Items 1-2 
Roulston, William J.  Researching Scots-Irish Ancestors: The Essential Genealogical Guide to Early Modern Ulster, 1600-1800.  Ulster Historical Foundation, Belfast. 2005.

5. You can’t find any census records.

The census records for 1821, 1831, 1841, and 1851 were largely destroyed in 1922 Four Courts fire.  The census records for 1861, 1871, 1881, and 1891 were earlier destroyed by order of the government.

· There are a number of records which may be used as Census Substitutes.
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	· Lists of the most important Census Substitutes can be found in:
Grenham, John. Tracing Your Irish Ancestors.  2nd Ed. Genealogical Publishing Co. Baltimore. 1999.

Ryan, James G.  Irish Records: Sources for Family and Local History.  Flyleaf Press, Dublin. 2001.

6. You’re not sure what county your ancestors came from.
· Don’t use Irish records!

· Add this to your work on earlier Roadblocks.

· The three most important pieces of Irish family data are:
1. What was the religion?

2. When did they emigrate?

3. Where did they live in Ireland?
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You can never find the same place on any two Irish maps.

· It’s Ireland.

· Get used to it.

· Press on - to your next Roadblock.

	8. You’ve never heard of a Barony, Parish or Townland.

Irish records are collected by …

· Provinces - 4
· Counties - 32

· Poor Law Unions - 829

· Baronies - 331

· Parishes - 2,500

· Townlands - 64,000
· Civil Parish generally contains about 25 to 30 townlands, as well as towns and villages.

· Church Parish is the area a minister or parish priest serves.  Church of Ireland parishes usually conform to civil parish boundaries; Catholic boundaries generally do not.

· Townland is the smallest unit of land area, varying from less than 10 acres to 1,000s.  May contain anywhere from a couple of farms to a few dozen.

Townland is the address for people living in the country.

· Buy some Irish reference books or CD Roms, such as:

Mitchell, Brian.  A New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland.  2nd Ed. Genealogical Publishing Co. Baltimore.  2002.

Lewis, Samuel.  Gazetteer of Ireland.  CR Rom. ISBN 1-58211-226-6.
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Irish Townland Data Base

www.seanruad.com
Ordinance Survey of Ireland

www.irishmaps.ie
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	9. The family said they came from “Bally – something”. 
· There are 288 locations in Ireland with the prefix of “Bally…” according to Lewis’s 1842 Topographical Dictionary of Ireland.
· Re-double your efforts to find the “place” for your Irish relations.

10. You’re looking for a surname like MURPHY.

· Use SURNAME books when you start your search.

· They will help you understand the ethnic origins of your family name.
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Reconsider your …

Roadblocks and Stonewalls

· Did you look for the record they had, or the ones you expected to find?
· Were you too shy to find out about the other books they have in the back room?

· When you couldn’t find what you were looking for, were the next words out of your mouth “Well, where I come from …”
· If you found the record, did you understand:

          - Why the record exists?

          - Who created it?
          - When was it created?

          - What is the geography of the record?

· Did you ask for help?  And then again when you couldn’t understand their dialect?
· When you became frustrated did you STOP, take a break, and try to rethink the problem?
· Did you really take the time to understand the Irish culture?

	Irish History

· Read some … 

· If you don’t know who Oliver Cromwell was, or what the Easter Rising was all about, or why Orangemen march in Ulster …

· Until recently, Ireland was one of the poorest countries in Europe, so there were not as many records as in the USA

· Don’t be surprised that genealogy in Ireland is difficult.  A hard life is part of being Irish. 

Rewire Your Thinking –

or … Plan to Get Shocked!
Research in the USA

10%   Look for the record

90%   Search the record

Irish Research
30%   Investigate the existence of the record

20%   Learn the history of the record

40%   Determine the availability of the record

10%   Search the record

Source: David E. Rencher, AG.

Irish Genealogical Research. IGHR. 2005
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Researching Your Irish Family History

· Relax,
· Ask for some help, and
· Enjoy your journey into your Irish past.
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