In this class we will explore the contents of Civil War Pension files for both the Union and Confederate Armies.

Union Soldiers Pension Records

For Union army soldiers, there are three major records in the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) that provide information on military service: (1) compiled military service record (CMSR); (2) pension application file; and (3) records reproduced in microfilm publication M594, Compiled Records Showing Service of Military Units in Volunteer Union Organizations (225 rolls)
Most Union army soldiers or their widows or minor children later applied for a pension. In some cases, a dependent father or mother applied for a pension. The pension files are indexed by NARA microfilm publication T288, General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934 (544 rolls) which is also available online at Ancestry.com (for a fee). 

T289 on microfilm is an index to pensioners by unit, beginning with the field and staff, then showing them alphabetically by company. For many regular units, T289, (765 rolls) includes service from the Civil War through the War with Spain, and later; and often includes death date and place.
Requesting Records by Mail or Online

Military Service Records: Paper copies of Civil War military service records can be requested by mail using an NATF Form 86 for each soldier (Volunteer Army or Regular Army). You can obtain the NATF Form 86 by providing your name and mailing address to www.archives.gov/contact/inquire-form.html. Be sure to specify the correct form number and the number of forms you need. 
Pension Records: Paper copies of Civil War pension records can be requested through Order Online! (http://www.archives.gov/research/order/orderonline.html) or requested by mail using an NATF Form 85 for each soldier (Volunteer Army or Regular Army, Union Navy or Marine Corps). You can obtain the NATF Form 85 by providing your name and mailing address to www.archives.gov/contact/inquire-form.html. Be sure to specify the correct form number and the number of forms you need. 
You can also obtain the NATF Forms 85 and Form 86 by writing to: 
National Archives and Records Administration, 
Attn: NWCTB
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20408-0001. 
Important! There are no compiled service records for Navy or Marine Corps personnel. Do not used NATF Form 86. Instead, contact Old Military and Civil Records (NWCTB), National Archives and Records Administration, 700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20408-0001.
Confederate Pension Records
http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/military/civil-war/confederate/pension.html

The agencies listed below are repositories for Confederate pension records. The veteran was eligible to apply for a pension to the State in which he lived, even if he served in a unit from a different State. Generally, an applicant was eligible for a pension only if he was indigent or disabled. In your letter to the repository, state the Confederate veteran's name, his widow's name, the unit(s) in which he served, and the counties in which he and his widow lived after the Civil War. Some repositories also have records of Confederate Homes (for veterans, widows, etc.), muster rolls of State Confederate militia, and other records related to the war.
Alabama Department of Archives and History
624 Washington Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36130-0100
Telephone: 334-242-4363

Arkansas History Commission
1 Capitol Mall 
Little Rock, AR 72201
Telephone: 501-682-6900

Florida State Archives
R. A. Gray Building
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahasse, FL 32399-0250 
Telephone: 850-487-2073

Georgia Department of Archives and History
Ben W. Fortson Jr. Archives and Records Building
330 Capitol Avenue, S.E.
Atlanta, GA 30334
Telephone: 404-656-2393

Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives
Research Room
300 Coffee Tree Road
Frankfort, KY 40601
Telephone: 502-564-8704

Louisiana State Archives
3851 Essen Lane
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-2137
Telephone: 504-922-1208

Mississippi Department of Archives and History
P.O. Box 571
Jackson, MS 39205
Telephone: 601-359-6876

Missouri State Archives
600 W. Main
P.O. Box 1747
Jefferson City, MO 65102
Telephone: 573-751-3280

North Carolina State Archives
Physical Address:
109 East Jones Street
Raleigh, NC 27601-2807
Telephone: 919-733-7305

Mailing Address:
North Carolina State Archives
4614 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-4614

Oklahoma Department of Libraries
Archives and Records Management Divisions
200 Northeast 18th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
Telephone: 1-800-522-8116 (nationwide) ext. 209

South Carolina Department of Archives and History
8301 Parkland Road
Columbia, SC 29223
Telephone: 803-896-61

Tennessee State Library and Archives
Public Service Division
403 Seventh Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37243-0312
Telephone: 615-741-2764

Texas State Library and Archives Commission
 P.O. Box 12927 
Austin, TX 78711
Telephone: 512-463-5480

Library of Virginia
Archives Division 
800 East Broad Street

Richmond, VA 23219 
Telephone: 804-692-3888
