An Overview of Irish History for the Beginning Researcher
By Mary Slawson

If your ancestors came from Ireland this class will provide you with a basic understanding of Irish history giving you a strong foundation for your Irish research. The class begins with the first invasions of Ireland through the development of Christianity on the island, and will continue on through the Cromwallian invasion and Potato Famine. A basic history of the island will help you develop a research plan for your own research. 

The Invaders - 

· Partholan –came from Scythia, settled Ulster near Donegal and Howth in Leinster. After being in Ireland 30 years they perished by plague. Thousands were burned and buried in a common tomb, in Tallaght, near Dublin

· Nemedians-came from Scythia, settled in Armagh, Derry and Donegal, and the Hill of Uisneach in county Westmeath in Leinster. The annals do not record their demise.

· Fomorians-, From the Annals of Clonmacnoise (fogh plundering and muir sea) were a “sept descended from Cham [Ham], son of Noah, who lived by pyracie and spoil of other nations, and were in those days very troublesome to the whole world.” They were the Phoenicians originating in Lybia who settled in Finland, Denmark and Norway. They were expert navigators who carried on trade between Greece, Italy, Gaul, Spain and Britain. They were known as a race of giants. Their chief fortress was on Tory Island, their second was at Giant’s Causeway. Their leader was Briottan Maol from whom Britain takes its name.

· Firbolgs –according to McFirbis were descendants of Magog, known as the Belgarians or Firvolgian colony that had the first Monarchy in Ireland lasting 36 years with 9 successive kings.

· Tuath da Danaan – the people of the god Dan who they worshiped, for some the people a goddess who possessed Ireland 197 years with 9 kings. 

· Milesians  (Descendents of Magog son of Japhet) They come out of Egypt at the time of Moses to Crete, Gaul, Spain and then to Ireland. They rule Ireland 2885 years until submission to Henry II of England. 

· Scoti , those from Scotland who the Irish kings gave their daughters to, thus female descent in Scotland.

Sept System 

· Tribal system known in Ireland as septs usually bearing the name of the founder of the tribe.

· Chiefs were elected not inherited and had to be without physical blemish.

· The successor came from the same family (son, brother, blood relation) called the “Tanist”. 

· Head of Family, Chief of Sept, Superior Chieftain of multiple septs, The confederacy chieftain

· The High King

Hereditary Sept Officers 

· Druid, The Bard  (Poets), Seanachies (Heralds), Ollamh (Teacher), Filid  (Poet Advisor), The Brehon 

Early Christian Ireland 

· Palladius and St. Patrick and the first 12 Irish Apostles, Niall of the 9 Hostages, Tara Assembly
· Beginnings of conflict with Catholic English Church

The Vikings 

Brian Boru High King of Ireland

Angevin Empire King Henry II of England 

· 1155 King Henry II of England is given dominion over Ireland by the authority of Pope Adrian IV. Catholics will now be forced to follow the British model of Catholicism. 

· In return the Pope would get one penny for every house in Ireland from Henry II.

Strongbow 

· 23 August 1170 Richard fitz Gilbert de Clare, The Earl of Pembroke, known as Strongbow invades Ireland and lands in Waterford. He captures the Viking settlement there and then proceeds to attack the Viking settlement in Dublin. 

· Diarmada Mac Murchadha of Leinster runs off with the wife of the king of Breifne and the high king deposes him, he turns to Henry for help. 

· 1171 Strongbow becomes king of Leinster

· 1172 The Catholic Church of Ireland becomes fully compliant with the British model under the jurisdiction of Rome.

· 6 Oct 1175 Rory O’Connor agrees to the Treaty of Windsor and Henry II makes him king of Connaught owing Henry an annual tribute.

The Tutor Conquest 

1366 The Statutes of Kilkenny laws are passed forbidding intermarriage of English and Irish.

· 1536 King Henry VIII proclaimed that he owned all the land in Ireland and would grant portions of it only to those chiefs and lords loyal to him. Henry will seize Catholic monasteries in Ireland and seize immense wealth allowing England to become a major world power. T is not until this point that Rome begins to side with the Irish.
· 1542 Edward VIII becomes king of Ireland

· 1556 Queen Mary I establishes plantations if English settlers in Ireland at Laois and Offaly, she renames them Kings and Queens Counties.

· 1558 Queen Elizabeth enacts The Oath of Supremacy, the first of the anti-Catholic penal laws

The Nine Years War aka Tyrone’s Rebellion 1594-1603 

· Fought on Irish soil resulting in an English victory 

· On the Irish side an alliance of Irish clans based in Ulster  comprising ~8,000 men, ~9,000 men from Munster and ~3,800 men from Spain fought against 17,000 English troops and a few allied Irish lords. 

· Aodh Mór Ó Néill (Hugh) O’Neill, 2nd Earl of Tyrone and  Aodh Rua Ó Domhnaill (Hugh Roe O’Donnell), king of Tir Connaill principally fought against the Earl of Essex and the Lord of Mountjoy 

· The war began in Ulster with 8,000 Irishmen against 6,000 Englishmen and ended with ~100,000 military and civilian deaths on the Irish side and ~30,000 on the English including many of the English planters. 

Flight of the Princes aka Flight of the Earls

Insurrection of 1641 The Irish Confederate Wars 

· The Irish Catholic gentry will battle English Protestant plantation settlers in a 12 year war.

· Led by Phelim O’Neill

· Attempt a siege of Dublin Castle

· Siege of Limerick Castle

· Demanded recognition of Catholicism

· Demanded restoration of confiscated lands

Plantation of Ulster 

Lord Protector Oliver Cromwell 

Cromwell’s Depopulation 

· 23 October 1641 population of 1,448,000

· 616,000 perished by 23 Oct 1642 (504,000 Irish, 122,000 Colonists and Soldiers)

· 100,000 Irish children enslaved in the West Indies

· 40,000 Irish Soldiers sent abroad into Foreign Service

· Hell of Connaught 

· 1653 The province of Connaught  and County Clare were set aside for the habitation of the Irish nation

· 6 May 1653 Expulsion of Catholic Priests

· 22 June 1654 any Irishman not transported by 1 May 1655 could be executed or transported as a slave to an English colony. 

· Toiridh (Tory) Irish Guerrilla 

Williamite Conquest 

Penal Laws 

· 1692 Oath of Supremacy – Those sitting in Parliament had to recognize the king as the head of the church, thus Catholics were excluded from Parliament. 

· 1695 No Catholic was allow to bear arms, they were prohibited an education, only Anglican education was allowed.

· 1698 All Catholic priests, friars, monks, bishops and archbishops were ordered out of Ireland, those that stayed were guilty of treason, and punished accordingly. Priests began use of Mass Rocks.
· Catholics were not allowed to publish anything. They could not hold public office. Catholics could not marry Protestants. Catholics could not be doctors or lawyers. No catholic could hold a commission in the military

· 1702 Children who converted could throw their Catholic parents off the land. A Protestant could throw any Catholic off the land without reason. Presbyterians were also included in the Penal laws

· 1722 Some Bardic Schools survived as well as Hedge Schools

· 1727 The Disenfranchising Act denying suffrage to Irish Catholics who were landless, only 7% of Ireland was owned by native Irish.

· 1728 Catholics and Presbyterians begin to unite politically, 250,000 Irish Presbyterians come to America and many fight in the Revolutionary War and become prominent political leaders in America.

· From 1728 to 1848 there would be 28 artificial famines. 

Forgotten Famine 1741 

1740-1741 The forgotten famine – 1 in 10 Irish citizens die. ½ a million people die from malnutrition and related diseases. The food exported to England could have fed 2 million. There is not a mass emigration. 

The Wild Geese

· 1745 England banns the recruitment of Irishmen for foreign armies (they were being used against Britain) Commonly called the Wild Geese (thousands of exiled Irish soldiers. – Irish brigades in European Armies. France, America, Spain, Russia, Poland, Germany, Austria and Peru 

· 1778 First of the Catholic Relief Acts. A law which allowed Catholics in Ireland to own land and bequeath it to a sole Catholic heir.

· 1792 Catholic Relief Act allowing Catholic schools, intermarriage and the practice of law.

· 1793 Suffrage was returned. (Most were forced to vote as their landlord wanted) 

Insurrection of 1798 

· Home Rule verses Rome Rule

· Revolutions abroad influenced another uprising

· The Society of United Irishmen was suppressed and became a secret organization. 

Repeal 

Starvation and Famine 

· Potato Crop Failure
Exportation of Food to England under armed guard
One million flee Ireland on Coffin Ships
1/10th will die of typhus and cholera aboard ship or shortly after. Another 5% died of famine diseases spread by lice and flies.
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